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Freedom and Power in the Caribbean: The work of Gordon K. Lewis
Draft Programme
Thursday June 3:

6.30-8.30pm. 

Opening Ceremony



Venue: The Undercroft, UWI, Mona Campus
Chair: Brian Meeks

Guest Speaker: Hon Ralph Gonsalves, PM St Vincent and the Grenadines.
Friday June 4:
8.30-9.00am: 

Registration
9.00-10.00am: 
Opening Plenary 

Chair: Anthony Harriott – University of the West Indies, Mona
Anthony Maingot, Professor Emeritus, Florida International University: The Scholarship of Gordon K Lewis: Personal Enigmas and Theoretical Paradoxes
10.00-10.30am: 
Coffee Break
10.30-12.15: 

Panel Session 1 – The Past, Present and Future of Caribbean Thought
Chair: Sir Roy Augier – University of the West Indies, Mona
Tennyson Joseph, University of the West Indies, Cave Hill: An Extended Debate with Europe? G.K. Lewis, Paget Henry, Denis Benn and the Epistemological Challenges in Writing Caribbean Political Thought
Rupert Lewis, University of the West Indies, Mona: Nettleford and the Race Question

Robert Hill, University of California, Los Angeles: On Speaking with the Jamaican Apocalypse: Reflections by Gordon K. Lewis on the Ras Tafari Movement and Millenarian Religion in Jamaica and the Caribbean, 1958

Denis Benn, University of the West Indies, Mona: Discussant
12.15-2.00pm: 

Lunch
2.00-4.00pm 

Panel Session 2 – Revisiting the Grenada Revolution
Osvaldo Cardenas: Relations between Grenada and Cuba 
Dion Phillips, University of the Virgin Islands: The People’s Revolutionary Army of Grenada: Another Look
Brian Meeks, University of the West Indies, Mona: Grenada Once Again: Revisiting the crisis of 1983 after the release of the last prisoners
4.15-5.30: 

Plenary – The Future of Caribbean Politics
Jorge Heine, Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI): The Caribbean Crisis and Globalisation

Mia Mottley, Leader of the Opposition, Barbados: Discussant
Peter Phillips, Opposition Speaker: Discussant
Additional discussants to be announced 
6.00-7.30pm

Exhibition on G.K. Lewis and Launch of Books
Chair : Jermaine McCalpin
Guest Speaker: Professor Franklin Knight
Saturday June 5

8.30-9.00am: 

Registration
9.00-10.30am: 

Panel Session 3 – Religion and Culture



Chair: Devon Dick
Delroy A. Reid Salmon, Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture: Theology and the Caribbean Intellectual Tradition: A critical reflection on the Place of Theology in Caribbean Intellectual Thought
Vilma Diaz Cabrera, University of Havana: From the Myth of Homogeneity to Diversity: Theoretical Keys for teaching Caribbean History
Marietta Fernandez Lopez, University of Havana: Mapping Caribbean Cultures: New Spaces from the Visual Arts
Ariel Camejo Vento, University of Havana: Landscapes, Cityscapes, Inscapes. An in(ter)-disciplinary Map of Identity

10.30-10.45: 

Coffee Break
10.45-12.45: 
Panel Session 4 – Themes in Puerto Rican History, Culture, and Politics (to be run as two concurrent panels)

Rafael A. Boglio Martinez, University of Michigan: The Reshaping of Freedom and Power in Puerto Rico: Community Based Social Change in the Era of Neoliberal Reforms
Jorge Capetillo-Ponce and Luis Galanes, University of Massachusets, Boston and University of Puerto Rico: The Vacillations of Children or a Dignified Indecision? Neo-Colonial Practices in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands
William Lockwood Benet, Puerto Rico: The State and Status of Puerto Rico
Jose Villamil, Puerto Rico: Puerto Rico: The Failed Colony 
Adriana Garriga Lopez: Freedom and Power in Twentieth Century Anthropology: Puerto Rico as Social Laboratory

Humberto Garcia Muniz, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Pedras: Tentative title: The Reception in Puerto Rico of Gordon Lewis’s ‘Freedom and Power in the Caribbean’

12.45-2.00: 

Lunch
2.00-3.15: 

Panel Session 5 – The Caribbean and the World
Chair: Patsy Lewis
Carlyle Corbin, International Advisor on Governance and Former Minister of State for External Affairs: Lewis and Pan-Caribbeanism – Integration of the Non-Independent Caribbean
Jessica Byron, University of the West Indies, Mona: G.K. Lewis and Reflections on Sovereignty in the Caribbean Context; from Colonial Nationalism to the Present Day
Jacqueline C. Rivers, Harvard University: The Impact of the Diaspora in the Caribbean

Eddie Greene: Lewis' Legacy in the Understanding of Caribbean Regionalism and Globalization
Emilio Jorge Rodríguez: W. A. Roberts’s Caribbean Approach
3.15-3.30pm: 

Coffee Break
3.30-5.00pm: 
Panel Session 6 – Selected Issues in Caribbean Thought and Politics (two concurrent panels)

Chair: Patrick Bryan

Michele Harris, University of the West Indies, Mona: Developing a Caribbean Social Constructivist Approach to Development
Luis Galanes, University of Puerto Rico; and Jorge Capetillo Ponce, University of Massachusets, Boston: Foreigners in their own Land: Immigration, Tourism and Cultural Identity in Present-Day U.S. Virgin Islands
Natalie Walthrust-Jones and Trevor Marshall, Barbados Community College: Ethnicity, Race, Class and Society in Post Colonial Barbados

Jermaine McCalpin, University of the West Indies, Mona: Freedom and Justice in the Caribbean: An Examination of Truth Commission Experiments in Haiti and Grenada

Rose Mary Allen: Toward Reconstituting Caribbean Identity Discourse from Within the Dutch Caribbean

Ralph Premdas: Gordon Lewis and the Jonestown Massacre

Ivan Cesar Martinez: Cuba: The Racial Problem and the White Supremacy Ideology in a Radical Revolution

Gerardo Estrada Ferrer, University of Puerto Rico: Title to be announced
5.30-6.30pm: 

Closing Ceremony
Chair: Rupert Lewis
Speaker: David Lewis
Guest Speaker: Professor Sir Hillary Beckles, Principal, University of the West Indies, Cave Hill

