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Instructions to Candidates: This paper has 2 pages & 6 questions.

Candidates are reminded that the examiners shall take into account the proper use of the English
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ANSWER THREE (3) QUESTIONS. EACH QUESTION CARRIES EQUAL
MARKS. THIS PAPER REPRESENTS 60% OF THE COURSE MARK.

1. Explain the main features of modern classification schemes using examples.
Discuss the purpose and relevance of these schemes in the online environment including
that of a digital library.

2. Compare and contrast Dewey Decimal and Library of Congress Classification
schemes and indicate the type of library for which each is best suited and why.
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3. Discuss the FOUR (4) principles which guide librarians in selecting appropriate
terms for subject headings. Describe the techniques of References, Scope notes and Subject
Authority Control Lists used in recording and managing terms and showing relationships in
a subject heading list.

4. Explain what a subject headings list is and its purpose. Discuss the challenges in
choosing an appropriate word or a phrase or combination of words as a subject heading for
a subject headings list. Use examples to support your answer.

5. Discuss how the cataloguer/indexer, the user and the creator of a work can affect
the efficiency of a catalogue as an information retrieval system and FOUR (4) INPUT
performance measures that can be used to ensure its effectiveness.

6. Write brief notes on ALL of the following. Each carries equal marks.
 Subject analysis
« Pre and post coordinate subject systems

« Recall and Precision as performance measures of a catalogue
« Types of subject headings and subdivisions in Sears list of Subject Headings

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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