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Candidates are permitted to bring the following items to their desks: 

 
Instructions to Candidates: This paper has  2 pages & 6 questions. 
 

Candidates are reminded that the examiners shall take into account the proper use of the 

English Language in determining the mark for each response. 

 

 

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO ANSWER THREE (3) QUESTIONS.  AT LEAST ONE (1) 

QUESTION MUST BE ANSWERED FROM EACH SECTION. EACH QUESTION IS 

WORTH 20 MARKS. 

 

                                                       SECTION 1 

Question 1   

Define metadata in the context of a digital library, and explain the roles of the various types of 

metadata. Identify the options to be considered by librarians when selecting metadata schema, 

and describe the main characteristics of one metadata schema.  
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Question 2   

Identify and justify the criteria used for evaluating the user interface of a digital library. 

Comment on the user interfaces provided by the Greenstone Digital Library Software, and assess 

their utility to two groups of users who may wish to interact with a collection built using 

Greenstone. 

 

Question 3 

Explain the concept of an institutional repository, comment on the policy and management 

issues, and the main features of ONE (1) of the software packages available for creating a 

repository.  

 

SECTION 2 

Question 4 

(a) Index Exhaustivity and Term Specificity are TWO (2) parameters that determine the 

effectiveness of an indexing system.  Give a definition for each term  

(b) Explain the relationship between Index Exhaustivity, Term Specificity and the performance 

of an information storage and retrieval system.  

 

Question 5 

(a) Discuss  the characteristics of WINISIS as a Database Management System  

(b) Explain THREE (3) features of WINISIS that make it appropriate for a library information 

system 

 

Question 6 

(a) List FOUR  (4) criteria use to evaluate a data entry screen   

(b) Resource sharing greatly reduces the operating cost of an organization. In the context of a 

main library with multiple branches, explain how information technology facilitates resource 

sharing. 
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