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LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the end of this tutorial you should be able 
to:-

• explain the term, “plagiarism”

• state the importance of citing • state the importance of citing 

• identify the TWO parts to citing with Modern 
Language Association Style (MLA)

• cite at least THREE different types of sources, 
in-text and in Works Cited list using the Modern 
Language Association Style (MLA)



CITING

What is Citing?

Citing is giving credit to or acknowledging all 
sources used in your papers other than your own 
or what is considered to be common knowledge. 
These sources may be other person’s works such 
as their ideas, statistics, photographs or diagrams. 

FACTS

A QUOTE

AN 
IDEA

Citing sources should:-

• Point to the source from which you got the 
information in the body or text of your paper.

• Direct your reader to the full documentation in the 
list of Works Cited.



REASONS FOR CITING

• Citing or documenting information is

responsible and ethical behaviour.

• Citing shows respect for other

people’s ideas. If you don’t cite you

are guilty of plagiarism. 

Plagiarism is the unacknowledged usePlagiarism is the unacknowledged use

of another person’s intellectual

efforts. It is a form of cheating.

• Citing informs your tutor of the  sources you 
have examined

• Citing assists you to meet the demands of your 
Faculty

The word “plagiarism” comes 
from the Latin & Greek root for 

“kidnap”.



CITING USING MLA

• In text citing (citing within the text or 

body of your essay or paper)body of your essay or paper)

• List of Works Cited (at the end of 

your paper)



CITING SOURCES 
-in the Text

• Will indicate that you are presenting 

material from a source other than yourself.

• Should point to the exact place from which 

you got the information. 



CITING SOURCES 
-in the Text

• Basic information to be included

– author’s surname and page (Tannen 178)

OROR

– title of work (if no author is named) and page 

NB   Do not include  ‘p’ or ‘pp’ before page 

numbers.



There is a direct relationship between 

what you put in the text and what 

However

what you put in the text and what 

you put in parentheses. 



If you put the author’s name in the 

text, do not repeat it in parentheses

It  may be true, as Robertson maintains, that It  may be true, as Robertson maintains, that 

“in the appreciation of medieval art the 

attitude of the observer is of primary 

importance…”(136).



It may be true that “in the appreciation of 

medieval art the attitude of the observer 

BUT...

medieval art the attitude of the observer 

is of primary importance…” (Robertson 

136).



CITING SOURCES 
-in the Text

• A work listed by title

International espionage was as prevalent as 

ever as in the 1990s ( “Decade”). ever as in the 1990s ( “Decade”). 

Note: “Decade” is shortened title. Put full details in 

list of Works Cited



In text citation must direct the reader to the full 

documentation in the list of Works Cited.

In the text of your paper:

Despite American birth, Powell was raised in 

a Jamaican extended family of real and a Jamaican extended family of real and 

fictive relatives (Roth 33).

Works Cited

Roth, David. Sacred Honor: A Biography of Colin Powell.  

Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1993. Print.

.



The list of Works Cited

• Contains all the works that you cite in your 

paper.

• Comes at the end of your paper.• Comes at the end of your paper.

• Lists all sources cited in  one alphabetical 

sequence.

• Includes information from the work itself, 

(e.g. title page of a book) not from a 

catalogue.



Basic Entry :
A Book by a Single Author

Author’s name. Title of the book . Publication information.

Example:

Smith, M.G. Pluralism, Politics and Ideology in the Smith, M.G. Pluralism, Politics and Ideology in the 

Creole Caribbean. New York: Research Institute 

for the Study of Man, 1991. Print.

N.B. Capitalize the first word of the title and subtitle, and the 

first letter of every word in the title except for a, an, the, and, 

to, …  (see MLA for full list)



MLA Style Manual 7th ed.

Click on this link to go to the MLA page at the Online Writing 

Lab at Purdue University

Explore the following: 

• MLA In-Text Citations: The Basics • MLA In-Text Citations: The Basics 

• MLA Works Cited:  Periodicals

• Works Cited: Electronic  Resources

• MLA Works Cited: Other Common Sources

• MLA  Additional Resources

•MLA Abbreviations

• MLA Sample Work cited Page

• MLA Tables,  Figures and Examples



Activity: Citing a Book



Title Page Verso of title page



CITING A BOOK (cont’d)

The correct citation is:

ANSWER

Did you cite it correctly? 

Stockwell, Peter. Sociolinguistics: A Resource Book 
for Students. London: Routledge, 2002. Print.

*Indent from the margin for all lines after the first line.

*Use a semi-colon to separate titles from sub-titles.



Activity:Citing  a periodical  
articlearticle



Continuous pagination

Volume and issue number

Journal Title



Source

Title of Article

Author



Answer

The correct citation is:-

Ashman, Darcy. “Civil Society Collaboration with Ashman, Darcy. “Civil Society Collaboration with 
Business: Bringing Empowerment Back in.” World 
Development 29 (2001): 1097-113. Print.



Activity:Citing an online article



AN ARTICLE FROM THE INTERNET

Web address/URL

Title

Date of last 
update

Author



AN ARTICLE FROM THE INTERNET (CONT’D)Did you cite it correctly? 

Practice consulting the MLA manual every time 
you cite to avoid making mistakes.

The correct citation is:-

Shah, Anup. “Third World Debt Undermines Shah, Anup. “Third World Debt Undermines 
Development.” 30 July 2001 Global Issues. Web. 20 
April 2005.

*Indent from the margin for all lines after the first line.
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You have just been introduced to 
sections of the MLA Style

Remember

• For citing other types of resources and exceptions to the 

general rules check the MLA Handbook or Keys for Writers

• Be consistent.• Be consistent.

• You will not retain everything, so use the Style Manual.



SUMMARY 

Can you?

• explain the term, “plagiarism”

• state the importance of citing • state the importance of citing 

• identify the TWO parts to citing with Modern 
Language Association Style (MLA)

• cite at least THREE different types of sources, 
in-text and in the Works Cited list using the 
Modern Language Association Style (MLA)


